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Over� thirty� years� ago� work� began� on� the� Derveni� Papyrus� (formerly� known� as� the
Orphic� papyrus� of� Thessaloniki)� – the� oldest� known� papyrus� from� Greece,� dating
from� 400� B.C.� or� soon� after.� A� number� of� scholars� have� since� been� exploring�
its� text� and� signi!cance,� notably� L.� Brisson,� W.� Burkert,� S.G.� Kapsomenos,�
K.� Tsantsanoglou� and� M.L.� West.� The� present� series� of� Studies now� brings� the
papyrus� !rmly� into� mainstream� ancient� philosophy,� to� be� taken� seriously� as� a� fas-
cinating� glimpse� into� the� intellectual� market-place� of� the� time,� the� pre-Platonic
thought� world� at� the� end� of� the� Presocratic� era.1 The� papyrus� con!rms� the� early
emergence� of� a� literary� genre� concerned� with� allegorical� interpretations� of� poetry,
but,� surprisingly,� the� poetry� involved� is� Orphic� rather� than� Homeric,� and� the� exe-
gesis� comes� from� a� philosophical� perspective,� mainly� cosmological� and� theogonic,
but� linked� to� a� set� of� beliefs� concerned� with� initiation� and� eschatology,� along� with
interests� in� reading,� writing� and� etymologies,� and� the� t¡xnh of� religious� practi-
tioners� (the� magoi).

The� editorsÕ� introduction� explains� the� provenance� of� the� papyrus� and� the� cir-
cumstances� of� its� survival� from� a� cremation� in� a� Macedonian� village� and� de!nes
the� problems� arising� from� the� site� of� its� discovery� and� the� tasks� of� interpretation
of� its� content,� in� particular� the� cosmology� and� its� links� with� Orphic� theogony� and
ritual,� Heraclitean� !re� and� AnaxagorasÕ� Nous.� A� translation� of� the� papyrus� fol-
lows,� standardised� into� twenty-six� numbered� columns,� then� !ve� general� essays,
commentaries� on� particular� columns,� a� bibliography,� and� a� series� of� indexes – of
Greek� terms,� authors� cited,� columns� discussed,� and� names� and� subjects.� The� !rst
essay,� by� Maria� Funghi,� engages� with� the� problems� raised� in� the� introduction� but
proceeds� with� caution,� both� because� of� the� still� provisional� state� of� much� of� the
text� and� the� dif!culty� of� identifying� a� clearly� de!ned� Orphic� doctrine� and� ritual
for� the� period.� Dirk� Obbink,� in� his� essay,� suggests� a� unifying� thread� through� the
apparent� discontinuity� of� topics� (eschatology,� initiation,� magical� practices� and�
cosmology)� in� the� context� of� the� world� of� OrpheusÕ� narrative� as� a� mirror� of� our
cosmos,� with� the� restoration� of� order� achieved� through� myth-telling� and� exegesis:
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east,� especially� the� Egyptian� connection.� This� is� followed� by� an� essay� on� the
Pythagorean� community,� the� evidence� for� an� early� school� and� way� of� life,� and
the� contrast� between� ÒMathematikerÓ� and� ÒAkusmatiker.Ó� Part� III� on� religion� is
comparatively� brief,� dealing� mainly� with� shamanism� and� metempsychosis,� in� con-
trast� to� the� fourth� part� on� the� early� development� of� the� sciences,� which� is� exten-
sive,� thorough,� and� the� most� interesting.� With� the� greatest� care� Zhmud� trawls� the
evidence� on� early� Pythagorean� theory� of� music� and� practical� experiments� in
acoustics� as� well� as� advances� in� mathematics,� astronomy� (including� the� Òharmony
of� the� spheresÓ),� medicine,� botany,� anatomy� and� physiology.� And� !nally� Zhmud
has� earned� the� right� to� summarise� PythagorasÕ � achievement� in� philosophy� in� the
vocabulary� established� (the� very� word� filosofÛa is� claimed� as� his)� and� the� ideas
developed:� ÒSelbst� wenn� Pythagoras� nicht� den� geringsten� Anteil� an� der� Entwick-
lung� des� Wortes� kñsmow gehabt� hŠtte,� so� trŠgt� doch� das� Weltbild,� auf� dem� dieser
begriff� letztendlich� fusst,� den� unverkennbaren� Stempel� seines� GeniusÓ� (p.� 295).

From� a� large� German� book� we� turn� to� a� small� one,� in� the� excellent� Reclam
series,� which� among� its� numerous� texts� in� ancient� philosophy� has� already� given
us� the� two-volume� Vorsokratiker edited� by� J.� Mansfeld� (1987)� and� now� has� a�
separate� one� devoted� to� the� ethical� fragments� attributed� to� Democritus.� It� is� in�
the� usual� Greek/German� format,� edited� with� commentary,� bibliography� and� con-
cordance� by� Gred� Ibscher,� and� with� an� introduction� by� Gregor� Damschen.3 The
fragments� are� in� a� new� order,� in� !fteen� sections,� ranging� from� psychotherapy� to
politics,� virtue� and� the� cosmic� dimension� of� human� life.� The� formal� commentary
on� them� is� brief,� but� then� Ibscher� expanded� into� a� series� of� essays – on� method-
ology,� the� in"uence� on� Nietzsche� and� various� topics� under� the� heading� of� ÒDemo-
krits� Wege� des� DenkensÓ� – which� are� always� clear� and� sensible.� It� is� a� matter�
of� regret� that� he� did� not� live� to� see� the� !nished� work� in� its� attractive� format,� and
at� a� price� which� makes� his� work� widely� accessible.

Finally� there� is� a� major� study� from� Princeton� on� Parmenides� and� his� in"uence
on� subsequent� Presocratic� thinking� and� on� PlatoÕs� theory� of� forms.4 Patricia� Curd
introduces� her� basic� thesis� on� ParmenidesÕ� so-called� Òmonism,Ó� uses� it� to� !nd� a
new� relevance� for� the� cosmology� of� the� Doxa,� and,� in� the� light� of� her� interpre-
tation,� reviews� the� physical� theories� of� Anaxagoras,� Empedocles� and� the� Atom-
ists.� Curd� distinguishes� between� Ònumerical� monismÓ� which� asserts� that� only� one
thing� exists,� (the� standard� interpretation� which� she� claims� is� only� applicable� to
Melissus)� and� Òpredicational� monismÓ� – that� each� thing� that� is� can� be� only� one
thing.� Previously� the� standard� interpretation� had� been� attacked� by� Mourelatos,
who� emphasised� ParmenidesÕ� anti-dualism,� and� Barnes,� who� denied� any� form� of
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monism,� but� Curd� has� her� own� claim:� ÒTo� be� a� genuine� entity,� something� that� is
metaphysically� basic,� a� thing� must� be� a� predicational� unity,� a� being� of� a� single
kind� (mounogen¡w,� B8.4),� with� a� single� account� of� what� is;� but� it� need� not� be� the
case� that� there� exists� only� one� thingÓ� (p.� 5).� The� problem� of� the� interpretation� of
esti in� Parmenides� can� then� be� resolved� by� taking� it� as� predicational,� of� a� partic-
ularly� strong� sort,� rather� than� existential,� and� the� subject� is� Òwhat� it� is� to� be� the
genuine� nature� of� something.Ó � What� Parmenides� rejects� are� standard� early� Presocratic
Òopposites,Ó � and� the� assumption� of� two� basic� opposites� in� the� Doxa is� the� reason
for� it� being� unacceptable,� for� opposites� fail� to� meet� the� criteria� of� predicational
monism� set� out� in� B8.� The� later� Presocratics� should� not� then� be� viewed� as� bat-
tling� against� Parmenides,� but� rather� to� be� continuing� his� exploration� of� the� nature
of� basic� entities� and� their� relation� to� the� world� presented� to� the� senses.� They� are
concerned� to� show� that� their� plural� entities� do� indeed� meet� the� criteria� Parmenides
laid� down� for� predicational� monism.

Curd� works� through� the� stages� of� her� argument� with� a� scrupulous� regard� for
the� Presocratic� texts,� and,� in� extensive� footnotes,� engages� with� the� main� scholar-
ship� on� them,� as� she� tackles� ParmenidesÕ� Al!theia� and� Doxa,� the� work� of� the
younger� Eleatics� and� the� pluralists,� and,� more� brie"y,� the� fragments� of� Philolaus
and� Diogenes� of� Apollonia.� Finally,� and� provocatively,� there� is� a� brief� section
titled� ÒThe� Last� Presocratic:� Plato� and� the� Legacy� of� Parmenides,Ó� in� which� some
key� Platonic� passages� (notably� Symposium 210e6-b5,� !rst� noticed� by� Solmsen,
Euthyphro� 5d1-6e1� and� Meno 74d4-e2)� show� Plato� deliberately� drawing� on
Parmenides� as� Socrates� is� represented� searching� for� the� metaphysical� require-
ments� of� a� genuine� entity.
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